
The mission of Horsemenõs Council 

of Illinois is to educate, mobilize 

and represent Horsemen and  

the equine industry to ensure a 

thriving Illinois horse community. 

P O Box 788 
Quincy, IL 62306-0788 

Phone: 217-689-4224 
 
Email: hci@horsemenscouncil.org 

 

 

Need a speaker or presentation for your group? 

Horsemenõs Council of Illinois board members come from a diverse 
equestrian background and can provide presentations on a wide 
range of topics from horse health & disease, legal, land use, trail rid-

ing, driving, showing, racing, disease and legislation. 

We'd like to update your group on HCI activities  and goals this year 
to serve Illinois horsemen.   We have several new programs, legisla-

tion and initiatives that we'd like to tell you about 

We would also like to hear about the needs of horsemen in your ar-

ea to find out how we might work together on solutions. 

If you are interested contact the HCI office.  

217-689-4224 or  

hci@horsemenscouncil.org 
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¢ƘŜ tƻƭƛǝŎǎ ƻŦ IƻǊǎŜǎ 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŘƛǾƛǎƛǾŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǇƻƭƛǝŎǎ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƴŀǎǘȅ ǿƻǊŘΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜΦ  hƴŜ ŘŜŬƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƧŜŎπ
ǝǾŜ άǇƻƭƛǝŎέ ƛǎ ǎƘǊŜǿŘ ƻǊ ǇǊǳŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ƳŀǧŜǊǎΤ ǘŀŎǜǳƭΤ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǝŎΦ  
¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻ ŬƎƘǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
нмǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ  ¢ƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ōƭǳƴǘƭȅΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
ŜȄƛǎǘ ƻǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘΦ  !Ƴ L ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ 
ŜȄǝƴŎǘΚ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƴƻǘΦ  .ǳǘ L ŀƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
ǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŀǊŜ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎΦ   

hǳǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜǊƻŘŜŘ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƻǳǘǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǧŀŎƪŜŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊƻƴǘǎΦ  ¦ǊōŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǝƻƴǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǎǳōǳǊπ
ōŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƘƻǊǎŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎΦ  IƛƎƘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊπ
ǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǘŀōƭŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ƻƴŜǊƻǳǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǳƴǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ƘƻǿΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ 
ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦ  ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴπ
ŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƘƻǊǎŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎΦ  
!ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƛǎ ǎƘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ  9ǾŜƴ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƘŀǳƭƛƴƎ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  LŦ ǿŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ōƭŀƳŜ 
ōǳǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭƻǎŜ ƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎΦ 

.ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ŝ ƳǳǎǘΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ŀƭƭ ƘŀƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ 
ŀƭƭ ƘŀƴƎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƊŜƴ ŦǊŀŎǝƻƴŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǾƻǊǎ ǘƘŜ άŘƛǾƛŘŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊέ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀǧŀŎƪ - - ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƛƴπ
ŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƭŜǎǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴŀƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀũŜŎǘǎ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 
ǳƭǝƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŀũŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜΦ bǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƳŀǧŜǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ IƻǊǎŜƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǝŎǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΦ  I/L ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ 
ƘƻǊǎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘΦ hǳǊ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŘŜπ
ǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ 
ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊπ
ǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƭƻǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦ  .ŜȅƻƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ  ²Ŝ 
ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ Ǉǳǘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ I/L ŀǎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴ 
{ǇǊƛƴƎŬŜƭŘΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ ς ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƳŀǧŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴ ς ōŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŘŀȅΣ 
ŀ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΣ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŀ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƻǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ - ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
ŎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ  tǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƳŀǧŜǊΦ  
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Illinois Statewide Horse Trails Spring Clean-up  

THANKS TO VOLUNTEERS AND IDNR 

STAFF WHO COMPLETED  

CLEANUP PROJECTS   

AT THESE SITES! 

 

APRIL 30  

Franklin Creek State Natural Area 

Elmer Stauffer - Site Office  

Rock River Trail & Horsemen Assoc  

Siloam Springs State Park  

Mark Gerard - Site Office  

Quincy Saddle Club - Ron Gaus  

Illinois Prairie Path - Elgin Branch  

Trail Riders of DuPage 

MAY 7TH 

Giant City State Park  

Calvin Beckman - Site  Office 

Volunteer Leader - Jerry Sutton  

MAY 7TH 

Rock Cut State Park  

Melinda Kitchens  - Site Office 

Valley Rider's Saddle Club - Liz Longenecker 

MAY 14TH 

Jubilee College State Park 

Joe Bassetti - Site Office 

Volunteer Leader - Jerry Lutker  

Weinberg King State Park 

Mark Gerard - Site Office 

Volunteer Leader - Jim Stevens  

IDNR land comprises 44% of the total miles of equestrian 
trails in the state. There are 49 sites with equestrian facil-

ities. Join us in this stewardship effort.   

Letõs protect our assets. 

Equestrian trails and campsites across the state recently got 

some TLC from  volunteers who assisted in HCIôs first annual 

Trails Work Day. To bring a focus to 

equestrian trail use Horsemenôs 

Council of Illinois and Illinois De-

partment of Natural Resources part-

nered in the effort to have a 

statewide trails work day. HCI mobi-

lized horsemen in response to con-

cerns voiced for several years that 

horse trails in parks throughout the 

state need attention.  What began 

as a single weekend event  was 

extended to several weekends due 

to wet weather. From April 30th 

through May 14th groups worked on 

trimmed trees over campsites, installed pick-

et lines, picked up trash, cleared trails and 

installed new signage. The weather was wet 

and cold, not ideal for riding but just fine for 

the clean-up and projects. 

HCI board member and Trails Committee 

Chair Tony Troyer says the project has sev-

eral benefits, ñIDNR and the site staff now 

know they can count on horsemen to 

assist with volunteer labor and acquir-

ing resources for some projects. Weôre 

demonstrating good stewardship for 

these valuable natural resources, lead-

ing by example to other user groups 

and cultivating volunteer resources for 

ongoing projects.ò 

There are workdays yet to be complet-

ed at two sites. This will become an 

annual event coordinated by HCI. We 

all have the opportunity to make our trails and parks better plac-

es to camp and ride!  If your group is already assisting at a park, 

or has a project in mind let us know by calling the HCI office at 

217-689-4224 or by sending an email to 

hci@horsemenscouncil.org. You will be put in touch with HCI 

board member Tony Troyer who is leading the effort. 

SUMMER DATES 

Middle Fork State Fish and Wildlife Areas -TBD 

John Hott - Site Office  (217) 442-4915 

Volunteer Leader - Denise Bingamon  (217) 377-8909 

Matthiessen State Park - JUNE 18 

Kerry Novak - Site Office (815) 667-7551  

Volunteer Leader -Tony Troyer (815) 530-4464 

Siloam Springs 

Weinberg King 

DuPage 

Giant City 
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Founded in 1987, Horsemenõs Council of Illinois is the 

only statewide organization that works to serve the entire 

horse community. We are amateurs, professionals, horse 

hobbyists, breeders, local riding clubs and larger business-

es. Individuals and groups from all disciplines, breeds and 

types of horses are welcome. We are led by a Board of 

Directors and committees that address education, equine 

health and welfare, trails, land use and legislative and 

regulatory concerns.  

Memberships are critical to HCI success for two reasons: 

1) We can better represent you, your organization, your 

discipline, your PASSION if we know who you are; 

2) The income from memberships helps sustain the operat-
ing budget of HCI and provide key services to mem-

bers. 

3) There are more than 70,000 horsemen in Illinois. 
Please encourage others to join HCI so we can do 
MORE to educate, mobilize and represent horsemen. 

Memberships are accepted throughout the year. 

Membership Application 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Street: ___________________________________ 

City: _______________  State: _______________ 

County: ________________  Zip: _____________ 

Phone: __________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________ 

# of Horses: ____  Boarded ____  At Home: ____ 

  

Membership Levels  

All memberships run January through December 

Youth Membership - Free  
18 years or younger can join HCI at no cost 

Basic - Family Membership - $30.00  
Bundle (list all family members on the membership)  

Gold - Family Membership - $75.00  
Includes $1 Million Excess Equine Liability Policy  

Basic-Individual Membership - $25.00  
 

Gold ð Individual Membership - $50.00  
 Includes $1 Million Excess Equine liability Policy 

Life Individual Membership - $350.00  
$1 Million Excess Equine Liability insurance option, Billed $20 annually.  

NEW  -  Optional American Horse Council 

Grassroots  Membership - $15.00  

 

Organization/Business Name: 

________________________________________ 

(Provide primary contact information above) 

Number of Members: ______________________ 

Business & Professional Membership - $100 
Bundle (up to 50 members can be listed)  

Non-Profit Organizations - $50  
Bundle (up to 50 members can be listed)  

Supporting Association Membership - $50  
Bundle (up to 50 members can be listed)  

 

You can also join online: www.horsemenscouncil.org 

Send application and payment to: 

Horsemenõs Council of Illinois 

P O BOX 788 

Quincy, IL 62306 

For more information:    217-689-4224 

aŜƳōŜǊ 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ .ŜƴŜŬǘǎ 

!ǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǊǎŜƳŜƴϥǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ b¢w! !ŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜΦ ̧ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŜƴǝǘƭŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŜǉǳƛƴŜ ŦŀǊƳΣ ōǳǎƛπ

ƴŜǎǎΣ ƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǳǎŜΦ ¢ƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ-ǎǘƻǇ ōǳȅπ

ƛƴƎΣ Ŏŀƭƭ b¢w! !ŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ǘƻƭƭ-ŦǊŜŜ ŀǘ όуссύ сту-пнуф ƻǊ Ǿƛǎπ

ƛǘ ǿǿǿΦb¢w!ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜΦŎƻƳΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳΥ WƻƘƴ 5ŜŜǊŜΣ 9ǉǳƛƴŜ 

{ŀǾƛƴƎǎΣ ¦t{Σ hŶŎŜaŀȄΣ {ƘŜǊǿƛƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ±ŀƭǾƻƭƛƴŜΦ 

I/L aŜƳōŜǊ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎΥ 
!ƭƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ [ŜǾŜƭǎΥ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴΣ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ Ŝ-
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΣ ŜǉǳƛƴŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ŀƭŜǊǘǎΣ ǇǊƛƴǘ ƴŜǿǎπ
ƭŜǧŜǊΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ƻŦ I/L ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴǎΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IƻǊǎŜ 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ !ŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ tƭŀƴΣ ƻǇǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IƻǊǎŜ 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ DǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ пл҈ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘΦ  

DƻƭŘ [ŜǾŜƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΥ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ϸм Ƴƛƭπ
ƭƛƻƴ 9ȄŎŜǎǎ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 9ǉǳƛƴŜ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 

SHARE THIS PAGE WITH OTHERS!  

HCI Represents YOU! 

http://www.ntrapurchasing.com/
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Since 1987 the Illinois Equine Foundation 

has provided a tax-free way to help the Illinois 

equine community through charitable giving. 

The Foundation is organized exclusively for 

charitable, educational, and scientific purposes 

within the meaning of section 501c3 of the In-

ternal Revenue Code. Its purpose is to pro-

mote equine events, equine activities and eq-

uine education and to include the establish-

ment and administration of related scholarship 

funds, grants, financial assistance, research 

projects in support thereof.  

Tax deductible contributions to strengthen 

and support these worthwhile goals are grate-

fully accepted. Contributions can be designat-

ed as general or earmarked for specific uses. 

Gifts can be made in any amount and may be 

received as monetary sums, stock, annuities 

and other assets, bequests from estates, en-

dowments or other means.  

For more information contact the Illinois Eq-

uine Foundation through the HCI office at 217-

689-4224 or visit the Foundation page on the 

HCI website. 

The Illinois Equine Foundationô s first ever óPitch A Ponyô fund-
raiser was a great success! This fundraiser took place at the 
Horse Fair on March 6

th
 and raised more than $1,000 for the 

Illinois Equine Foundation Disaster Relief Fund.  
 
What is ñPitch-A-Ponyò?  Each fair goer has the opportunity to 
flex their muscles and see how far they can throw their pur-
chased set of ponies.  Participants line up around the outside 

rail in the coliseum and on 
the count of three, try to 
throw their pony in a hula-
hoop in the middle of the are-
na. The person who gets their 
pony closest to the target 
wins a prize! Itôs that simple!  

Pitch A Pony was held on the 
last day of the Fair, Sunday 
March 6

th
 in the coliseum dur-

ing the scoring session of the 
Heartland Horsemanôs Chal-

lenge.  More than 600 ponies were pitched. Marissa Fitch won 
and iPad and Marin Roth won a 50 inch TV. The prizes were 
generously donated by John Barnard. Our thanks to context 
coordinator Katie McCauley. 

Donôt forget this is all for a good cause!  All proceeds raised 
from this event support the IEF Disaster Relief Fund.   

Be ready for the second annual Pitch-A-Pony at Illinois Horse 
Fair 2017. 

Horsemenõs Council of Illinois welcomes these 54 new and 

renewing members since March 1st: 

Individuals:  Rosie Allen, Sally Atterberry, Dawn Conlin, Abi-
gail Danielewicz,  Dawn Faulkner, Patricia Gomes, Cynthia 
James, Janine Kumicich (life), Marilou Landes (life), Deanna Lan-
gus, Debra LoCoco, Andrea Marcinkus (life), Kara McCleary, 
Mary McKinnon, Andrea Pletzke, Barb Reed, Danny Rich, Eunice 
Riemer, Virginia Rous, Ed Sleezer, Stephanie Speiser, Margaret 
Strano, Bruce Wachowski, Irene Wachowski, Richard Wash-

burn, Stephen Webel (life), Lois Haubold 

Families:  Kelly Baxter Family, Kristy & Chris Doyle, Tom & 
Kristina Hull, Daniel Kelly, Bob & Kathy Knezivich, Ken & Sha-
ron Kolweier, Roger & Regina Landon, Paul LeJeune, Lynn Mal-
afant, Jessica Milam, Doug & Rachel Powell, James & Nancy 
Rosse, Merle Taylor, Joanne Von Oehsen, Jeff & Lexi Weber, 

James Winch, Roland Yeast, Brandon & Mary York 

Supporting Associations:  Fox Valley Trail Riders, Galesburg 
Boots & Saddle Club, Illinois Thoroughbred Breeders & Owners 
Foundation, Region XI Arabian Horse Association, Miss Rodeo 

Illinois Organization 

Business & Professional:  The Fall Creek Ranch, Technical 

Large Animal Emergency Rescue TETHER 

 Equine Liability Warning Signs   

�1�R�Z���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�U�R�P���+�&�,�����7�K�H�V�H���V�L�J�Q�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H��
�S�R�V�W�H�G���D�W���H�Y�H�U�\���E�D�U�Q�����H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H�V���W�R���S�U�H�P�L�V�H�V����

�D�U�H�Q�D�V�����W�U�D�L�O�V�����H�W�F�����&�R�P�S�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���V�W�D�W�X�W�H��
�W�R���G�L�V�S�O�D�\���H�T�X�L�Q�H���O�L�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���G�L�V�F�O�D�L�P�H�U�����6�W�X�U�G�\���F�R�Q��

�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����(�D�V�\���W�R���U�H�D�G�� 

�+�&�,���0�H�P�E�H�U�V�������������������H�D�F�K����  

�1�R�Q- �0�H�P�E�H�U�V�������������������H�D�F�K��  

�3�U�L�F�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�D�[���� �� �� ��  

�6�K�L�S�S�L�Q�J�����������������X�S���W�R�������V�L�J�Q�V�� 

�2�U�G�H�U���\�R�X�U���V�L�J�Q���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���+�&�,���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���R�U���F�D�O�O��
�W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H���W�R���S�O�D�F�H���\�R�X�U���R�U�G�H�U����������- ������ - ����������  
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Legislative Action to Preserve  
�,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V�·���(�T�X�L�Q�H���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H 

 

by Elaine Ramesh  

Chair, Legislative Committee  

Here is the latest information on what HCI is doing for you to help preserve 
�\�R�X�U���U�L�J�K�W�V���W�R���U�L�G�H���D�Q�G���W�R���N�H�H�S���K�R�U�V�H�V�������:�H�·�Y�H���J�R�W���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���J�U�H�D�W���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���J�R��
ing, and have made good progress already this year.  

 

HCI Presence in Springfield for Agricultural Legislative Day   

Four HCI board members formed an action team to participate in Springfield on March 1 in Agricultural 
Legislative Day, sponsored by the Department of Agriculture.  Agricultural organizations from throughout 
the state came together on that day to remind legislators of the importance of our collective industries.  To-
ny Troyer, Paula Briney, Russ Derango and I heard from leaders and legislators during a brief morning pro-
gram, and then spent the rest of the day connecting with our elected officials to inform them about the 
�V�W�D�W�H�·�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J���H�T�X�L�Q�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���������:�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���S�D�F�N�H�W�V���R�I���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���R�X�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�F�R��
nomic power of the equine industry; and details of legislation we support to as many offices that the four of 
us could reach.  

Also, during the Agricultural Legislative Day, each member agricultural organization provided a small 
item to contribute to a gift basket for the legislators.  
The Future Farmers of America delivered the baskets 
�D�Q�G���E�R�[���O�X�Q�F�K�H�V���W�R���H�Y�H�U�\���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�R�U�·�V���R�I�I�L�F�H�������$�V���R�X�U���F�R�Q��
tribution to the basket, HCI provided information about 
HCI and passes to the Horse Fair (which just happened 
to be the same week as the lobby day).   Since our Gov-
�H�U�Q�R�U���M�R�L�Q�H�G���X�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���)�D�L�U�·�V���U�R�G�H�R�����Z�H���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H���E�D�V��
kets found an audience.  

�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�·�V���3�U�R�F�O�D�P�D�W�L�R�Q���+�R�Q�R�U�L�Q�J���+�R�U�V�H�V���,�V�V�X�H�G 

�2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�·�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���L�V���W�R��
increase awareness of the benefits of horse ownership.   
To that end, I wrote a Proclamation request, with con-
sent and input from the Board.   Although we did not 
have it approved in time for the Horse Fair, the week 
after the fair the Governor signed our Proclamation.   
The language is provided elsewhere in this newsletter 
and on our website.   The Proclamation recognizes the 
importance of horses, their benefit to the local economy and also designates December 13 as Day of the 
Horse in Illinois.  

Legislation Filed In Spring Session  

A companion resolution having the same language as the Proclamation is working its way through 
Springfield ( SJR 0046 ).  We also have another resolution which a downstate legislator co -sponsored on our 
behalf, SJR 0038 .   This resolution calls for a task force to look into how horse trails can be improved up-
on and expanded in the state parks, and has already been recommended for approval.  Understanding that 
there is no money to create new trails, the task force will look for ways to repurpose existing structures like 
rail beds, service roads and tow paths for horseback riding; or to open current trails (that horses are not 
now allowed on) for horseback riding.    

We also lobbied for a legislative fix to allow federal funds from the Recreational Trails Program to be re-
leased despite the budget impass.   This was necessary because we have two projects in our state to main-
tain and improve horse trails that involve RTP grants.   Though the grants for the projects are approvable, 

(Continued on page 4) 

Board members Troyer, Briney & Derango representing HCI at Illinois Ag Legislative Day 


