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Equine Health Alert
Vesicular Stomatitis
Recently cases of Equine Vesicular Stomatitis (VS) were diagnosed in
12 Colorado counties. Vesicular Stomatitis (VS) is a contagious disease
that afflicts horses, livestock, wildlife and even humans.
When vesicular stomatitis occurs in horses, blister-like lesions develop on
the tongue, mouth lining, nose and lips. The disease is caused by a virus,
which although rarely life threatening, can have significant financial
impact on the horse industry. Owners, veterinarians and public officials
are taking appropriate measures and closely monitoring the diseases.
If you plan to haul horses to events in or near affected areas, check
with the situation in CO. Also, horses hauling in from affected areas in
CO and staying at any IL farm may do well to be quarantined for a
week.
Information about VS can be found at:
http://www.aaep.org/info/horse-health?publication=950
If you do not have access to the internet, call Cheryl at the HCI office to
receive a printed copy. 217-689-4224.
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Being a good steward of our horses obviously means taking
responsibility for their health and welfare. Proper feeding,
care, housing, training, we all understand that responsible
caretaking involves these things. We protect our horses from
disease with good hygiene and preventative healthcare, we
protect our ability to enjoy our horses into the future by using
and maintaining proper gear, purchasing appropriate insurance, and even posting liability signs around our farms. Responsible horsemen try to limit their sources of vulnerability.
What many of us fail to prepare adequately for is major disasters, natural disasters, and the vicissitudes of Mother Nature
that can conspire against us. Disasters come in many forms
Sheryl King, PhD
President
and we hear about them impacting horse farms with disheartHorsemen’s Council of Illinois
ening frequency. Barn fires killing horses or rendering them
homeless, droughts wiping out dependable forage sources,
floods stranding horses in pastures or forcing whole evacuations or affecting feed sources and prices, certain environmental conditions creating aflatoxin
risks in our feeds, severe snowfall or ice or bitter cold stranding or killing pastured stock,
searing summer heat causing dehydration and heat stroke. Electrical storms that kill stock at
pastures and can incinerate a barn in minutes. Just this year, Illinois horse farms have been
devastated by tornadoes. In Southern Illinois, I lived through a derecho that flattened one of
our barns, downed live power lines in our pastures and ruptured a gas main in close proximity – a potential disaster of explosive proportions. Parts of Illinois are located near a very large
earthquake fault that is predicted to cripple a wide swath of Illinois when ‘the big one’ strikes.
The list is long, and there are short- and long-term consequences of each disaster that most
of us have never contemplated.
A good steward should be as prepared as possible and have a response plan. But even the
best of preparations can’t always adequately cope when a major disaster strikes. In a changing world, we need to be more than good stewards of our own horses, we need to be good
Samaritans for all horses.
When disaster strikes, good people step up to help, but without a plan and people willing to
carry it out, sometimes our help is not productive. There are systems in place to provide rapid
response and relief for humans affected by disasters. So far, there are very few similar rescue and relief systems established for our animal partners.
The Horsemen’s Council of Illinois is concerned about this. We are in the beginning stages of
creating an Illinois Equine Disaster Response fund, and hopefully also a volunteer mobilization team that can help mount coordinated assistance in the face of a disaster. We need the
involvement of caring horsemen in fundraising, rescue and foster-care experts and volunteers, disaster coordination and mobilization volunteers, and more. If you would like to get
involved at the grassroots of this effort, please contact our HCI office. We can get you on our
list and work toward creating a statewide system to help one another should the unthinkable
happen. Contact HCI or visit our website with your interest or questions.

2015 Illinois Horse Fair & Horsemen’s Council Sponsors

From Trailer to Trail
Nirvana at 11,000 Feet
Ronald Rhoades, HCI Trails Committee

Recreational Trails Program in Senate
Highway Bill

Earlier this summer, a last minute window of opportunity opened such that this flat corn country
redneck farm boy could spend some time in New Mexico and Colorado - and I jumped at it! At least
last minute in the world of traveling with horses. A 1200 mile trek to ride a horse in the high desert
and mountains – who could resist? I was very curious to see how are trail efforts different several
states away and at elevations thousands of feet higher.

No, we (myself, Blue and Lexi) we’re not in Illinois anymore, not even Kansas!

To allow for altitude acclimation (being from Illinois, WHEN do we ever get above
800’ in elevation?), our first stop, after climbing in elevation for 1100 miles, was the
Aztec, NM area, staying with “friends of friends”. Able to ride out the back door to
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land was heaven compared to loading up and
trailering everywhere (like most of us do in Illinois)! Stationing ourselves in the high
desert (5400’) meant dry daytime temps in the 80’s, PM temps of the 50’s, and a need
to constantly be aware of sudden lightning storms, sunburn and dehydration potential.
I was interested to see how my horses would react to the new environment. Both are
steady mounts, but being exposed to entirely new surroundings….who knew? They
accepted everything new nonchalantly. From the different animals (bear?), soil and
vegetation to the difference in climate and elevation, nothing seemed to faze them.
The only thing Blue jumped at was a bird the like of which he had seen thousands of

times in Illinois.
And people will be people. Enter the need to dump trash. Are we as humans really that stupid? I
guess garbage service is as hard to find in the middle of the desert in New Mexico as it is in Illinois.
Probably a little easier to see in the wide open spaces of the desert. Certainly remote locations are
easier to drive to and dump! What will aliens think when they come across a baby carriage in the
middle of the desert?
After several days exploring the NM/CO border area we moved to SW Colorado into the REAL
“hills”, eventually making our way to the Palisades Equestrian Camp developed by the USFS at
8,400’ elevation where a wonderful couple have been camp hosts for several years and can give all
sorts of information about the area. I am extremely jealous of them!
Getting there was almost as much of an adventure as riding on the trails once we arrived! One
travels several miles of blacktop, followed by a
LOT of miles (20+) of “maintained” gravel/dirt,
I wonder where the baby went?
at 15 mph!
These roads are in fact “maintained” – by USFS.
I actually saw heavy equipment grading them to help maintain reasonable access. What
a job that is! And what a driving experience the people that live in the area (there are
residences all along this route – everything from shacks to mansions)!
Campgrounds come in many varieties. From dedicated equestrian camps (such as the
Palisades) to campgrounds where there are dedicated equestrian sites (no problems
with curious on-lookers here – everyone was respectful of my horses – even if ignoring
the bear warning signs) to dispersed camping (no dedicated camping slots – just areas
The views along the bone jarring DIRT road leading to Palisades are almost as breathtaking as along the trail!
where you can pull off and set up camp (and usually for free!).
And campground/park management is the same the world (or at least the US) over!
Being involved with HCI and Illinois trail issues usually induces me to ask about similar events in the areas I visit. My visits with various people in NM/CO yielded much of the same. Discussions ranging from the distance of management (usually involving people further up the ladder that are not horsemen coupled with their history of not visiting the equestrian facilities) to trail maintenance timeliness. Throw in the wrinkle of mandates to NOT use motorized equipment coupled with the remoteness of the trails and one feels sympathy for trail maintenance
workers.
Riding up one such remote trail, Blue started alerting to something unusual when we were about 3 miles from the trail head. I had noticed
evidence of trail clearing activity at multiple locations along this trail in the course of those miles. As we rounded the side of the mountain I
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On July 30, the Senate passed its version of a multi-year national highway bill, called the DRIVE Act. The bill would reauthorize the Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails
Program (RTP).
An amendment by Senator Mike Lee (R-UT) was filed that
would have eliminated the Transportation Alternatives Program,
which includes the Recreational Trails Program. However, this
amendment was not considered and the RTP program will continue un-changed if this bill becomes law.
Grassroots support from recreational trail users, including
equestrians played an important role in making sure RTP was
included in the Senate-passed bill. The AHC appreciates all the
individual horsemen and organizations that contacted their
Senators in support of RTP.
Since its inception RTP has provided money for thousands of
state and local trail projects across the country, including many
that benefit equestrians. RTP provides funding directly to the
states for recreational trails and trail-related facilities for all
recreational trail users. It is funded with a portion of the gas
taxes paid into the Highway Trust Fund by recreational offhighway vehicle users.
For now, because of disagreements over funding a multi-year
highway bill, the House of Representatives is unlikely to consider the Senate Passed DRIVE Act.
In the meantime the Congress has passed a 3 month extension of the current highway bill, which includes the RTP program.
If you have any questions, please contact the AHC.
(202) 296-4031 or www.horsecouncil.org

The large venue of the Illinois State Fairgrounds provides abundant opportunities for more than 16,000 expected in attendance to experience “The

Equestrian Lifestyle - Ride Your Dream” at Illinois Horse Fair 2016.
More than 20 buildings, 4 arenas, 2 demonstration areas, 4 classrooms and
95,000 square feet of shopping will fill with evidence that the horse industry in
Illinois is thriving. The annual Illinois Horse Fair is the primary fundraiser for
Horsemen’s Council of Illinois who uses the proceeds to educate, mobilize
and represent horsemen and the equine industry. Planning has begun for Illinois Horse Fair 2016 to be held March 4th through 6th. Inquiries should be
sent to chairman, Ron Rhoades at IHF@horsemenscouncil.org.
Effective June 1 the mailing address for
Illinois Horse Fair is P O Box 788, Quincy, IL 62306.

NEW THIS YEAR

The Equestrian Lifestyle
Ride Your Dream

National Economic Impact of the
US Horse Industry
The horse industry is a very large and important part of our
national, state and local economies. It is diverse, involving
agriculture, business, sport, gaming, entertainment and recreation. The economic study done by Deloitte Consulting LLP
for the American Horse Council Foundation in 2005 validates
what the industry has known for some time, that the horse
industry is a highly-diverse, national, serious and economically significant industry that deserves the attention of the general public, the media and federal, state and local officials.
Some Highlights of the national study include:
 There are 9.2 million horses in the United States.



The horse industry has a direct economic effect on the
U.S. of $39 billion annually.



Approximately 34% of horse owners have a household
income of less than $50,000 and 28% have an annual
income of over $100,000. 46% of horse owners have an
income of between $25,000 to $75,000.



Over 70% of horse owners live in communities of 50,000
or less.

See the full article and order the complete National Economic Impact
Study on the AHC website: www.horsecouncil.org.

Horsemen’s Council of Illinois

Guidelines: One submission per artist;. Media accepted: painting, photography, sketching; Artwork must be equine-related and represent the 2016
theme; Artists consent to having their work exhibited online at
www.illinoishorsefair.com and agree to the use of the artwork by the Illinois
Horse Fair; Winning artist will be invited to have their artwork exhibited during
the Illinois Horse Fair in the Expo building.
Submit an Entry: E-mail hi-res JPG image file (minimum 5×7 inches, 300
dpi) to info@illinoishorsefair.com; Include title, name of artist, medium, dimensions, artist e-mail, phone number ,address, Facebook page link, and
Twitter handle.
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Equine Liability Warning Signs

Illinois Equine Industry Research and
Promotion Board (IEPB) Grant Program
The core purpose of the
Illinois Equine Industry Research and Promotion Board
(IEPB) is enhancement of the
Illinois equine industry
through self-funded programs, projects and activities. Grants are made to
institutions and individuals related to equine research, education, and industry enhancements and promotion.
Grant applications for 2016 are due by
November 15, 2015.
Any company, institution, group, or individual may apply for
funding. Preference will be given to projects benefiting the
largest number of people/horses. Projects will be reviewed
and grants awarded on a competitive basis.
Grant application and additional information is available on
the IEPB website: http://www.iepb.org

Now available from HCI. These signs should be
posted at every barn, entrances to premises,
arenas, trails, etc. Complies with Illinois statute
to display equine liability disclaimer. Sturdy construction. Easy to read.

could see a person’s hat on the other side of a HUGE tree trunk – busy sawing the various
branches off of said trunk so he could then attack what looked like a 3 foot in diameter JOB.
WITH A HAND SAW! My heart went out to that USFS worker – both in sympathy and great
appreciation!
I travel alone a lot (both with and without horses) and usually meet interesting people in my
journeys. This trip was no exception. Like the people (from Illinois no less!) that jumped out of
their 5th wheel camper truck at a fuel stop and wanted to take photos of my horses to send to
their granddaughters who were on a first ever horse camping expedition. Or the couple of just
retired school teachers that take off every year with their horses on trips without itineraries (they
had a truck pop up camper pulling a THREE axle 4 horse trailer with an exoskeleton). And
including the retired electrician who spends half the year wandering from trailhead to trailhead
and hardly ever spending the money to reside in a campground!
From beginning of planning to trip departure was about 3 weeks. We left central Illinois with
NO reservations, no set route and minimal time tables, only knowing our final destination. If not
for responsibilities at home, I would STILL be on the mountaintop! Or in the desert! Or……!
Life is WAY too short and full of uncertainties to miss opportunities like this!
Don’t wait any longer – take off on YOUR adventure today!

Remember, in the words of Winston Churchill, no time is wasted that is spent on the back of a horse!
To answer some of your questions:

HCI Members: $14.00 each.
Non-Members: $20.00 each.
Price includes tax.
Shipping: $8.00 up to 4 signs.

Illinois Equine Foundation

1. No, I don’t travel with the trailer windows down – but I open them every time we stop.
2. No, I cannot report any bear sightings – but I did see LOTS of fresh bear sign – and I am sure my
horses could hear them.
3. The horses adjusted to the altitude within 24 hours (I could tell by their breathing rate under exercise). I, on the other hand, took a lot longer!

Order your sign online from the HCI website or call
the office to place your order, 217-689-4224.

4. Yes, I worried about, and researched, Brand Inspections. Which is really NOT a need to have your
horse’s branded! It is a means of establishing ownership, in this case involving registration papers,
Coggins papers, health papers, and Bill of Sale if one has it. In my pursuit of knowledge I asked questions of three of the staff in the Brand Inspection department in Colorado – and got three different answers!

Since 1987 the Illinois Equine Foundation has provided a tax-free way to help
the Illinois equine community through charitable giving.
The Foundation is organized exclusively
for charitable, educational, and scientific
purposes within the meaning of section
501c3 of the Internal Revenue Code. Its
purpose is to promote equine events, equine activities and equine education and to
include the establishment and administration of related scholarship funds, grants,
financial assistance, research projects in
support thereof.
Tax deductible contributions to strengthen and support these worthwhile goals are
gratefully accepted. Contributions can be
designated as general or earmarked for
specific uses. Gifts can be made in any
amount and may be received as monetary
sums, stock, annuities and other assets,
bequests from estates, endowments or
other means.
For more information contact the Illinois
Equine Foundation through the HCI office
at 217-689-4224 or visit the Foundation
page on the HCI website.
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This 24" log was HAND cut
to clear the trail!

Almost to Palisades Meadows at 10,900'
The word for this is BREATHTAKING!

TRAILS - Respected Access is Open Access

5. No, I never had to produce said papers – mostly because I trans versed the Colorado border at very
odd hours – not intentionally, it just worked out that way. In each case, the inspection station had just
closed.
6. Colorado is almost ALL multi-use trails. And ALL the groups get along! In most places, mountain
bikers are considered more damaging to the terrain than equestrians.

7. I saw TWO deer. Blue and Lexi said “hi”.
Equine Land Conservation Resource (ELCR) has recently announced a new
partnership with Tread Lightly! and AQHA to launch a Respected Access is
Open Access campaign targeting the equine community. e The message is
simple – responsible and respectful behavior leads to continued trail access.
While this powerful message resonates in the hearts and minds of the entire
outdoor recreation community, ELCR has teamed up with Tread Lightly! to
bring this educational campaign to the equine community with support from
the AQHA STEP (Stewards for Trails, Education and Partnerships) program.
The campaign will focus on raising awareness of the consequences of riding
wet trails ranging from resource damage to increased conflict with other trail
users through educational articles and placement of printed public service
announcements.
ELCR has a vast resource library of information and materials on topics such
as Conservation Tools for Horsemen, Equine Access to Public Lands, Benefits
of Horses to Our Communities, Equine Access to Private Lands, Planning for
Horses in Your Community and Best Management Practices. Everything is free
and available to the public.. Website: www.elcr.org
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8. The chipmunks looked and moved JUST like ALVIN – and were just as invasive. I learned (the hard way – how else) to NEVER, and I mean NEVER,
walk away from an open door on my camper – even for 30 seconds! But that is another chapter, and this is already too long!

Illinois Trail Riding
Illinois Department of Natural Resources - Horseback riding is a popular form of outdoor recreation in Illinois. IDNR
comprises 44% of the total miles of equestrian trails in the state. Currently there are 49 IDNR sites that provide equestrian
facilities and 721 miles of trails. The general statewide season is April 15th to October 31st. Horseback riding may be
open year around at some sites depending on terrain. Call ahead for trail status and availability.
http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/programs/camping/equestrian_camptrails.htm

USDA Forest Service - Shawnee National Forest located in the southern tip of Illinois totals about 286,400 acres and has
350 miles of trails in 10 areas designated for horses. Riding in the Shawnee is breathtaking, but takes planning because
of the remoteness and sometimes challenging trails.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/activity/shawnee/recreation/horseriding-camping/?recid=10669&actid=104
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Our Life With Horses - Part 3, WCA (without children...again)
In previous chapters of our
story, Our Life With Horses, I
shared how horses have been
a part of my wife Teri’s and my
lives. The first chapter told the
story of our horse-courtship
and marriage. Part 2 revealed
our lives after our children were
born and how deeply horses
matter to our family. In this part
of our story, you’ll see our lives
with horses after the kids have
grown up and left home.
In the last article, I told about
Christina and her marriage to Stu (an Army Captain) and that they
now live in Texas. They started out in the state of Washington,
then Missouri, and then to Texas. Christy’s two horses made the
trip to Washington, and when they lived in Missouri, the horses
came back to our barn. When they moved to Texas, the horses
moved with them. Our horses have seen much of our great
country. Christy’s stallion, EP, has more miles on him than can be
imagined. He handles each move as a trooper, and at his current
age of 27 years young, still wants to get in the trailer and travel to
shows. Every year at this time his attitude changes and he tries to
prove to Christy that he can still do everything he did as a younger
horse. It is as if he can tell
that the National Shows are
approaching, and he can still
compete.
While they were in
Missouri, Christy would
make trips back home (only
about 7 hours) to keep her
horses worked and prepare
them for shows. Many
times, Teri and I would load
up horses and meet Christy
in Springfield, Illinois for
Arabian Shows. She would
show in performance
classes on her horses, and
Clint and I would do halter.
We even tried our hand at Liberty Classes (Clint with the older
gelding besting Christy and me with our younger gelding).
Clint is a technician at Anderson Ford in Clinton, Ill. His major
passion is still horse power under the hood. Clint bought a small
acreage and house south of Leroy, Ill and lives there.
With the children out of the house, Teri and I thought we
would have more time for other pursuits. That has proven to not
be the case. We still have two horses in the barn to care for and
train. On top of that both our jobs are more intense and keep us
extremely busy. Also, we seem to have a hard time pulling back
from our deep involvement with our horse club and regional
activities. Just seems you never get that out of your system. At
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by Russ Derango

HCI Board member

least not with us. It is strange not having the kids around, especially
Christy and her horses.
About the time both kids were on their own, Teri’s dad was
diagnosed with cancer. Although Grandpa never said much about the
horses, he always seemed to be around to watch the kids’ ride and
work horses. Those of you who know us know that Teri’s mom and
dad were some of our biggest supporters at horse shows. As
Grandpa was getting worse, he wanted to visit Christy in Texas. So,
Teri, her mom and dad and I loaded up on the train along with his
electric wheelchair to make the trek to Texas. He wanted to go to a
horse show and see Christy show, so she found a jumping show in
Austin we could get too. We had a great time that day and the trip is
something we will always remember as a special family event marked
by horses. Grandpa passed away less than a year after our trip.
We still had two horses in the barn, and so Clint and I would ride
the older gelding and hoped to get him ready to show in Western
Pleasure classes. Christy would try to get home periodically, many
times when there was a show to get to. The problem being that I was
definitely getting older, and Clint was extremely busy with his job and
house. I cannot ride as long or as actively as I could what seemed
like just a few years ago.
Since Christy was well settled in Texas, and there was room at her
boarding stable, she suggested we bring our two horses to her for
additional training. It sounded good, but I really didn’t anticipate this
thing called horse withdrawal.
Clint took a weeks’ vacation to
help Christy haul horses to
Texas. They also took Grandma
along. Clint and Grandma
brought the train home.
Christy has become an
extremely accomplished horse
woman, and set up a training
schedule for the horses. BB
(SCH High and Mighty) is a 10
year old gelding with little
training. BA (Bold Art) is a 4
year old gelding just getting
started under saddle.
You may notice we have a thing
with initials. The other horses in
our herd are EP (Echos Promise), and BC (Brisco County).
Clint and I were hoping BB would make a good western pleasure
horse for us until BA was a little older. Christy worked him for a
couple weeks and called me with a progress report. She said “Dad, I
am afraid your western horse would rather be a dressage horse. Not
exactly what I wanted to hear. Those who know me know that
dressage is not exactly my favorite discipline. But I believe that
horses will decide what they want to be and good horsemen should
listen to them. We gave Christy our blessing, and so began BB’s
career as what we hope will be a very competitive dressage horse.
Meanwhile, the other horse BA was making great strides in western
pleasure. Christy brought BB and her gelding up to St. Louis for a
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show this spring. He did better than expected, and all of a sudden,
Christy was talking Arabian Sport Horse National Show. I get daily
updates from Christy about how the horses are doing and weekly
photos and videos. Plans are for the other gelding, BA, to attend the
Arabian National Show in Tulsa this year in the Western Pleasure
Maturity Class.
Clint and I are anxious for BA to be finished so he and I can
begin to show him in western pleasure classes. That is of course if our
trainer (daughter and sister) will allow us to ride and show him. Just
kidding. Christy is as anxious for us to show him as she is to show
him. Hopefully both Nationals will be a success for all of us. But once
again, even if they are not overly successful, we will be spending time
with our horses and family.
I have mentioned Clint’s passion for horsepower. Clint, Teri and
I just recently returned from a trip to Myrtle Beach for Mustang Week.
Teri and I drove my mustang down, and Clint drove his. We had a
great week together. I guess you could still say we have a horse
interest with our mustangs. We spent one day at Darlington Dragway
for drag racing. Clint and I were able to square out for a Father/Son
drag race. Unfortunately Clint managed to beat me. Probably a race
that will take a long time for me to live down.
We get asked if there are any regrets with our life and horses. We
honestly answer, not one regret. We have made many great friends in
the horse industry. We enjoy being busy and involved within our
different clubs and organizations. There is not a better way to have
raised our children. Both kids are outgoing and have many friends.
They have learned patience, compassion, responsibility, competition,
work ethics, sportsmanship, and ethics through our involvement with
horses. Much of this we credit their involvement with horses.
Even with Christy and Clint out of the house, horses still bring us
together. The horses have given our family many happy memories
and continue to keep our family close. Hopefully, when the time is
right, and if we are so blessed, we can continue our journey with
horses with our grandchildren.

New Venue for HCI Annual Meeting
University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine
will host the HCI Annual Meeting on Sunday,
October 4th in conjunction with the annual open
house.

Come join HCI and take part in a privately hosted
tour of the equine facilities, special educational
presentations tailored just for HCI guests, lunch,
and hear the latest of our news and goals for HCI.
During the meeting HCI and the Illinois Equine
Foundation will launch a new initiative to support
Illinois horsemen.
AGENDA
10 to 4

Public Open House

11 to 12

Guided tour of equine
facilities for HCI guests

11 to 1

Lunch

1 to 2

HCI Annual Meeting

2 to 4

Educational presentations
and additional guided tours
of equine facilities

Registration is not required, but appreciated. You
can call Cheryl Waterman at HCI 217-689-4224,
email her at hci@horsemenscouncil.org, or register
online at the Events page on our website.

(Continued on page 5)
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